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designed to supply the place of the ancient antiphon, or the responsive chanting of the psalms by two distinct choirs. This latter practice is still retained in the cathedrals of England, and is more primitive than the alternate reading now prevailing in parish Churches.
PUBLIC WORSHIP. The 90th Canon ordains: the churchwardens or questmen of every parish, and two or three more discreet persons to be chosen for sidesmen or assistants, shall diligently see that all the parishioners duly resort to their church upon all Sundays and Holy-days, and there continue the whole time of Divine service ; and all such as shall be found slack or negligent in resorting to the church, (having no great or urgent cause of absence) they shall earnestly call upon them: and after due monition, (if they amend not) they shall present them to the Ordinary of the place.
Art. 20. The Church hath power to decree rites or ceremonies, that are not contrary to GOD'S word.
Art. 34. It is not necessary that traditions and ceremonies be in all places one, or utterly like; for at all times they have bt^en divers, and may be changed according to the diversity of countries, times, and men's manners : so that nothing be ordained against GOD'S word. Whosoever, through his private judgment, willingly and purposely doth openly break the traditions and ceremonies of the church, which be not repugnant to the word of GOD, and be ordained and approved by common authority; ought to be rebuked openly, (that others may fear to do the like,) as he that offends against the common order of the Church, and hurts the authority of the magistrate, and wounds the consciences of weak brethren. Every particular or national Church, hath authority to ordain, change and abolish ceremonies or rites of the Church, ordained only by man's authority; so that all things be done to edifying.
Can. 6. Whoever shall affirm, that the rites and ceremonies of the Church of England by law established, are wicked, anti-christian, or superstitious; or such as, being commanded by lawful authority, men who are zealously and godly affected may not with any good conscience approve them, use them, or as occasion requireth subscribe unto them : let him be excommunicated ipso facto, and